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A Statistical Insight into Health in Slums in India
(Abstract)

Economic ‘growth’ and ‘development’ have largely been synonymous terms to successive governments in India, referring to the overall macroeconomics of the country-FDI, Exchange reserves, stock market indices, export levels to reflect the material wealth and well-being of the nation. However, theoretical economists strike a distinction through which the obscured reality of the lower economic strata of the country, devoid of social inclusion and health literacy comes glaring to the forefront. 
While the criteria for branding slums are quantitatively different, certain ubiquities can be found, in the likes of lack of living- space, congestion, unhygienic conditions, lack of safe drinking water, planning, narrow roads, bad lighting and water logging. With ever-increasing demographic migration from rural to urban areas, the World Bank foresees the looming threat of slums across the globe, with all population growth in the next 30 years felt virtually only in cities, at a rate of more than 21 times to that of rural areas. This paper is aimed at providing an analytical overview of health policies practiced by the Municipal Corporations in Slums in India, with particular reference to two most emerging cyber cities: Chennai in Tamil Nadu and Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh.
The paper is divided into three parts. Part I will seek to deal with health care in slums, while part II will deal with the health policies followed by the different Corporations in both the cities. Part III will formulate some conclusions with action points and recommendations. While every attempt has been made in the paper to use statistics that emanate only from reliable sources, and also to make them up-to-date, it is to be noted that with great fluctuations in slum conditions-often on a day-to-day basis- it becomes practically difficult to ensure their precision. However, being an exercise at depicting a picture of how generally things stand, the purpose is sought to be served even whilst the risk of mild inaccuracy exists.  
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