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Social exclusion has been associated with a variety of poor health outcomes ranging from depression and anxiety to increased death rates from almost all causes. Social networks, as one indicator of social inclusion, provide support, opportunities for economic and social engagement and access to resources,  which offer protective effects against causes of ill health.Young refugees arriving in Australia have often spent long periods of time in refugee camps as well as having experienced a significant degree of trauma. This background means that adolescent and young adult refugees may arrive with significantly disrupted social networks as well as little formal education, compounded by limited vocational skills, work histories or experiences relevant to employment in Australia. Standard programs provide twelve months of English language tuition before placement in mainstream education systems, where a mismatch of age, educational level and experience leaves individuals at high risk of disengagement, dropping-out, and subsequent welfare dependency leading to social exclusion with its attendant poor health outcomes. 

This paper will present findings from focus groups and interviews with young people from refugee backgrounds who are participating in the Ucan2 program. Situated within standard on-arrival English language programs, the Ucan2 intervention promotes part-time work as a means to inclusion and engagement. It provides participants with psychosocial support and relevant experiences in terms of employment focused language acquisition and employment skills while promoting social networking beyond existing community boundaries. The research focus is on social connections and experiences of resettlement as well as education and employment expectations, aspirations and outcomes. 
The presentation aims to enhance our understanding of the issues impacting on social inclusion for newly-arrived young adult and adolescent refugees in Australia and how this can 
inform policy and program development relating to service provision for this population.
