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The Oromo (Oromia region is part of Ethiopia) community which numbers in its thousands has been living in Melbourne for over 20 years with the majority of the population living in the western and southern suburbs. In 2008 community members with an interest in health formed a community health group together with staff from Monash University and Cardinia Casey Community Health Service. This partnership development was unique given it was the community that was driving the initial partnership development and not the health service. Many members of the Oromo community do not access health services nor listen or watch mainstream media and thus miss out on receiving health and service information. One of the key strategies of the Oromo Health Team has been to use the local media, particularly the local radio. Through gaining the trust with community elders, the Oromo Health Team has been able to provide health promotion messages once a fortnight in the Oromo language (Afan Oromo). The health team believe the Oromo community radio program is the key medium for delivering health promotion messages within the community locally and these broadcasts have also been picked up internationally as it can be accessed via the net. The success of the radio program has been depicted in local newspaper articles which have had the positive benefit of displaying to Oromo community members that their contribution to Australian life is being valued. The health team is continually looking at expanding its partnership model to include all community members which will be discussed in the presentation.
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