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The literature surrounding the transition experiences of dislocated communities suggests that participation in a new community is difficult.  The theories of transition suggest that four stages are important (preparation, encounter, adjustment and stability).  The specific tasks at these stages are less clear and this project provided an opportunity to describe the characteristics and processes experienced by a marginalised group within our community.  
The presence of social support systems is an acknowledged factor for mental health and recovery from dislocating transitions.  The perceptions of community as being welcoming, supportive and worthy of engagement predicates the ability of recently arrived refugees to link with others, embrace opportunities and create structures of support. 

Our project examined the experience of community engagement using a qualitative framework of semi-structured interviews and consensus groups.  This was achieved by identifying the particular pathways that allow disengaged members of the community to participate more fully in the range of activities within a host community.   In particular we examined the issues that:

· Facilitated and supported engagement;

· Were barriers to engagement;

· Fostered participation in activities;  

· Mapped the relationship between an increased sense of belonging and psycho-social wellbeing; 

Individual citizenship can be fostered through an understanding of shared concerns and the enhancement of individual problem-solving processes.  Through this collective understanding of the issues and pathways for action, a more robust engagement with the community can be achieved.  This project provided a capacity building framework to a marginalised group within our community,  and was achieved through strengthening the connectedness within the target group and through informed engagement to identify pathways to a more connected and supported community.  
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