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Refugee related trauma and disrupted schooling pose large hurdles for young people as they attempt to engage in learning in the Australian education system.  Schools play a vital role in supporting students in their recovery from trauma.  This presentation will outline three initiatives involving schools and the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture that target the wellbeing of refugee background young people.

School Refugee Action Networks involve five networks in Victoria, (four metropolitan and one rural) each of 8 - 10 schools.  These schools are engaged in an 18 month process of whole school reflection and improvement to support refugee background students.  Schools have responded with a range of changes including policy and procedure, classroom programs, professional practice and partnerships with families and community. 
Ucan2 is a 6 month, weekly program targeting recently arrived older adolescents.  This cohort confronts an established education and work pathway in Australia that is predicated upon 12 years of uninterrupted schooling.  This is incongruent with their pre arrival pathway of disrupted schooling and refugee experiences.  The Ucan2 program focuses on work skills, social support and case management in the early stages of resettlement.  Ucan2 has been conducted within both English Language Centres and TAFE settings.  
Beaut Buddies is a peer support program that aims to improve the transition of refugee-background students from a Language Centre/School to secondary school, by strengthening relationships with established mainstream students. Through structured weekly activities and projects, the semester long program creates opportunities for students to build relationships, and in the process, develop a greater sense of belonging and social connectedness.

Schools are natural context to support recovery from trauma and help young people rebuild a sense of safety, dignity, identity and connection to others that allow a space for learning and thriving.

