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Refugee School Health Program
The Refugee School Health Program (RSHP) is a pilot project from April 2007-April 2010, funded by Western Metropolitan Region, Department of Education and Early Child Development.  It was identified that children and their families from a refugee background often present to schools with complex health, welfare and learning needs, and that a targeted service through schools is essential to support these children and their families, who may have disengaged from, or not yet accessed other community and health services.  The universal accessibility of schools, together with the relationships established through daily contact between staff and families, creates a vital opportunity to link refugee children and their families with other mainstream services.  Additionally, the school environment provides an opportunity for general health, emotional and learning needs to be identified by teaching and allied health staff to ensure appropriate early intervention can be accessed.  The RSHP provides a unique and targeted health service for schools to refer primary school students, from a refugee background, to receive holistic support through a family-centered framework.  
Once a referral has been accepted, the Refugee School Health Coordinator (RSHC) meets with the family for an assessment.  This assessment will ascertain the needs of the child and family, and specifically identifies:

· physical and mental health needs

· learning and development concerns

· emotional, social and behavioural concerns

· welfare issues

· specific concerns related to the refugee and asylum seeker migration process.   

As identified through the assessment, service provision will address the clients’ needs and support their ongoing access to services.  This may include:

· Referral to internal DEECD services i.e. school psychology, speech therapy etc.

· Referral to external health and welfare services

· Short-term case management of clients 

· Assistance for clients to access services

· Supporting internal and external service providers to appropriately identify and support clients

· Liaison, communication, and coordination between school, services and clients 

The RSHC has formed strong collaboration and partnerships with state-funded mainstream and specialist services, including Refugee Health Nurses.  The program now serves as a vital link between services, schools and refugee clients, and aims to promote better health, wellbeing and education outcomes for the population of refugee children.  An evaluation is currently being completed, and will include both qualitative and quantitative results.
