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In 2009 work by Gamblers Help Northern (GHN) identified that organised bus trips to the Casino by CALD groups were increasing the vulnerability to problem gambling of some community members. GHN instigated a partnership involving Primary Care Partnerships and the Centre of Culture Ethnicity and Health to explore ways of addressing this issue.

The Casino Bus Trips Program subsequently grew out of a pilot research project that identified actual spending by a CALD group on such an outing. This research effectively challenged the dominant perception that a Casino bus trip was a good value outing. Subsequent to this, the group involved in this research decided not to undertake more Casino trips. 

As a result of this initial success, a community based partnership was expanded to address this issue through the use of a comprehensive set of strategies. These strategies include building partnerships with CALD groups and associations using bi-lingual workers and links to peak bodies, developing resources to assist groups to make trips safer, undertaking further research to empower groups to make more informed choices about outings costs and working to increase community based alternatives to Casino bus trips.

This presentation will discuss the planning and processes involved in this project as well as the findings so far. In addition, the paper will discuss some specific examples of the complexities of working with different CALD communities and how these have been overcome. The presentation will conclude an overview of the current achievements and future directions of the project.

