Indifference or Acceptance? Multiculturalism and Healthcare Policy in Australia.
This paper questions the current place of multiculturalism in healthcare policy. It asks whether there is currently a palpable indifference to multicultural discourse or, whether multiculturalism has achieved such a degree of mainstream acceptance as to be a ‘given’ in healthcare policy discourse. The paper notes the changing political representations of immigrants and an ongoing political reluctance to use the “m” word.
While recognising the complexity and differentiated way social and policy processes operate this paper suggests that contributing factors to the current equivocal approach to multiculturalism within healthcare include:

· Antipathy to ‘political correctness’, including welfare weariness

· Shifts in mainstream healthcare policy and fiscal tightening

· The changing nature and socio-economic profile of immigrants

· Policies and politics relating to asylum seekers

· Negative commentary about people of Muslim faith

· Political discourse attempting to define core Australian values, ideas and attitudes

The paper concludes by arguing that a key determinant of multicultural health policy has been the political and social climate. 
