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The purpose of this presentation is to highlight the important role of Community Mental Health Services in meeting the needs of people from CALD backgrounds.  The presentation will draw on findings from a recent Evaluation of FaHCSIA’s community mental health initiatives and will provide case examples of FaHCSIA funded community based mental health services that target CALD communities.    
The Department of Families, Housing Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA) is the Australian Government's main source of advice on social policy and manages about one fifth of the federal budget.  The Department works in partnership with other government and non-government organisations to manage a diverse range of programs and services designed to support and improve the lives of Australians.

FaHCSIA programs target individuals with varying and diverse needs, across a range of areas including: Child Support, Communities, Families & Children, Gambling & Drugs, Housing & Homelessness, Indigenous People, Mental Health, People with Disability, Carers, Seniors, Volunteers and Women.

FaHCSIA’s Targeted Community Care Program was designed to meet the needs of some of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable people in our community who face extraordinary barriers, including people from CALD backgrounds and Indigenous Australians. Under this program, and as part of the COAG National Action Plan on Mental Health 2006-2011, the Department delivers the following community mental health initiatives:
· Mental Health Community Based Services - provide support to families, carers, children and young people affected by mental illness with a particular focus on Indigenous families and those from CALD backgrounds.  
· Mental Health Respite – provides a range of flexible respite options for carers of a person with a severe mental illness and carers of a person with intellectual disability; and
· Personal Helpers and Mentors (PHaMs) - provides increased opportunities for recovery for people with severe mental illness by helping them to overcome social isolation and increase their connections to their community. 
