
The multicultural mental health landscape in Australia
The way forward……How far do we have to go?
Multicultural Mental Health Australia has been in operation for a number of years and half the nation has a transcultural mental health centre however, is this enough?

· Why are there still considerable funding disparities between states and territories? ACT, Tasmania, NT &  SA do not have any transcultural mental health centres (TMHCs)?
· Is the level of funding for multicultural mental health adequate to meet the range and size of the mental health needs of the Australian population? 
· Are the MH needs of CALD consumers & carers CALD greater than the mainstream community’s?

· How can we design and implement national programs and strategies when half the nation doesn’t have a TMHC?
· Why is research on mental illness in CALD communities not funded to give us knowledge on the  prevalence of mental illnesses in particular ethnic, gender and population groups & help us design strategies and programs to remedy them?

· Why are people from CALD backgrounds with a mental illness still not accessing MH services at the same rates as their English speaking counterparts? 

· Why do MH services and programs not implement access & equity principles in the design and deliver of services, to genuinely address the needs of CALD consumers?

· Is the MH workforce culturally competent of meeting the needs of this group? 

· Do people from CALD backgrounds with a mental illness still access specialist MH services through emergency departments and at a crisis stage, thus jeopardising and delaying their recovery prospects? 
· Why isn’t CALD data collected consistency across the nation by MH services to enable the measurement of utilisation rates; & levels of forensic and acute presentations?
· Why do we not have multilingual MH counselling help-lines or MH interpreting services for people who cannot speak English in the Year 2010?

· Why aren’t there no multilingual billboards promoting the importance of good mental health and who to contact as we are seeing for SANE Australia and beyondblue.
These are only a few examples that will be demonstrated in this paper to show Australia’s multicultural mental health landscape and what MMHA has done in the last three years to change it
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