Double Trouble? A consultation on the health and social support needs of culturally and linguistically diverse  men who have sex with men (CALD MSM)
The title “Double Trouble” was a deliberate provocation to participants in our forum to question the common assumption that overlapping aspects of ethnic and sexual diversity contribute to poor health outcomes and increased HIV infection risk in CALD MSM.  
The rate of new HIV infections differs considerably between Australian and South East Asian born MSM (9 vs 15 per 100,000) and has inclined sharply in the latter group over the past couple of years.  
There is no published or current research to explain what’s driving this important and increasing health disparity.  The Multicultural Health & Support Service held a consultative forum to raise awareness and, in combination with a literature review and in-depth interviews, sketch a hypothesis about contributing factors.  
Our four organising themes were experiences of racism and homophobia; negotiations of sexual identity and the expectations of family and (both ethnic and gay) community; sexual practices and spaces; and obstacles to service use and care.  The author undertook thematic analysis of transcribed recordings of the forum and breakout groups, and used a matrix of known/recognised health needs to categorise the reliability of findings as evidence. 
The paper will suggest the interaction of CALD and MSM status does increase the overall exposure of the population to health risks – but the increase is not evenly distributed across the group.  Rather it is concentrated and linked to a particular experience of ‘time in crisis’ characterised by loss of belief in the future, disconnectedness from social support and exclusion from community.  It will discuss recommendations to better respond to the health promotion and support needs of this group.

