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The pattern of HIV infection among culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities in Australia largely reflects prevalence rates in countries-of-origin.  The Cambodian community is one of the top ten communities in NSW for HIV notifications from 2000-2007, with notification almost equally divided between men and women.  Of these 29% were late presentations.

The overall philosophy of the Multicultural HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C Service (MHAHS) is to work with and empower CALD individual and communities to access better health and well-being in relation to HIV/AIDS and hepatitis C.  


In 2008/09, the Multicultural HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C Service (MHAHS) implemented a one year community development project with the Cambodian community to enhance it’s capacity to address HIV/AIDS issues.  

The paper outlines the different strategies carried out by the project and details a community capacity building initiative in which the MHAHS engaged a group of young Cambodian volunteers to produce a DVD exploring HIV/AIDS issues among their community.  It also discusses the evaluation of the impact of the resource within the community. 

The paper also considers the overall community development frame work adopted in order to mobilise community members to develop and implement community based activities on such a sensitive and stigmatised issue as HIV/AIDS.
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