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The Personal Education and Community Empowerment (PEACE) Multicultural Services is a free service of Relationships Australia SA (RASA) and is placed within a therapeutic and community development context. PEACE works with people from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities who need support and assistance in taking care and control of their sexual health. 
Our work is done through a number of Community Support Workers (CSWs) some of whom are strategically targeted. Their journey with us starts with a general meeting to respond to any concern/issues they may have, to inspire them and assist in decision making by articulating the benefits to individuals and communities.  
Once recruitment is completed, the PEACE two-stage training process begins. Stage One is a specific training course where we respectfully engage with participants to deconstruct pre existing cultural values that dictates how people understand, relate and behave in relation to their general wellbeing and sexual health. Stage Two is Vocational skills based Training, which prepares the CSWs to act as resources within their community and for PEACE. CSWs are here on supported on an ongoing basis in the areas of case work, community education, personal and professional development.
The outcomes of PEACE’s creative engagements are overwhelming, as it mobilises the organisation and how it works with CALD people, improves communities’ help seeking behaviours as well as providing career pathways for the individuals involved. Five out of twenty two participants from our training in 2009 have gone onto gaining part time/full time employment.

“After the Stage 1 training, I have developed a better knowledge and better understanding of the topics mentioned above and, above all, I am less judgemental and more open-minded now! “

This paper will outline the processes of culturally appropriate recruitment of potential PEACE’s CSW and describes the living methodologies and mechanisms used to empower both the individual and their communities.
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