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"Are My Culture and Religion More Important than My Sexuality ?":

Addressing the Synergies and Gaps Between Ethnicity, Religion and Sexual Identity

This presentation will acknowledge and discuss the significance, tensions and positives of three main issues of identity and belonging (sexuality, culture and faith) and determine where and why there is conflict between the three for individuals: internalised within themselves, and within their religious, ethnic and queer communities and organisations. The mental health concerns that arise from bridging and bordering these three core facets of identity and belonging will be discussed. In addition we explore strategies within queer, ethnic and religious communities and organisations to resolve these conflicts at policy, program and personal levels. In particular, the work of the AGMC, (Australian GLBTIQ Multicultural Council), a member of the VECC and FECCA, will be introduced as a valuable resource and umbrella organisation.
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