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Alzheimer’s Australia is the peak body providing support and advocacy for Australians living with dementia.  This paper discusses several recent projects aimed at understanding the needs of diverse communities and developing culturally appropriate dementia information and services.
The Perceptions of Dementia in Ethnic Communities project developed a resource kit describing the perceptions of 12 CALD communities.  The kit assists organisations to better understand the needs of CALD clients and to develop culturally appropriate services.  The kit consists of community profiles discussing their attitudes to dementia, diagnosis, treatment, community care and residential care.
An Ethnic Radio Campaign was undertaken to develop and implement community service announcements to raise awareness about dementia in Chinese, Greek and Vietnamese communities.  They covered topics including “What is dementia?”, “Dementia risk reduction” and “Support for carers”.

The Empowering Small Ageing Ethnic Communities project aims to assist four small CALD communities that have minimal organisational support.  The project will develop approaches best suited to each community to raise awareness about dementia and aged care services.  Cultural briefings will be undertaken to assist aged care service providers to better support clients from these communities.

The National Cross Cultural Dementia Network and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dementia Advisory Group provide advice to Alzheimer’s Australia on dementia information provision, resource development and service delivery for CALD and ATSI communities.  They aim to ensure equitable access to programs and services.

The Keeping Dementia Front of Mind report looks at the prevalence of dementia in Australia now and into the future.  There are an estimated 36,000 non-English speaking people with dementia in Australia in 2010.  By 2050, the number is expected to be around 120,000.  It is critical that we continue working towards equity of access to culturally appropriate dementia services for these people and others from diverse backgrounds.

